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and of building the fortifications  to Moro
Trimal Pingle, both being young men of great
promise and uncommon capacity.    In 1656,
to secure access to his possessions  on  the
banks of the Nira and  the Koyana  and to
defend the passes in the Konkan, he selected
a high   and  commanding   rock,   west   of
Mahabaleshwar,  for erecting  a   new   fort.
Par Ghaut, which leads the  old  route   into
the Konkan, winding up a very steep incline
with so  many  curves that  it   was named
by the British,  'the Corkscrew Pass/  was
considered   very   important    and    highly
strategic; and  to secure its defence, Moro
Trimal  Pingle   erected  a. strong   fortress
over this hill, which was named * Pratapgad/
or 'the Fort of Glorious  Exploits/ which
made Shivaji's  power  formidable.    When
this   fort    was   completed,   Shivaji    built
temples    to   Kedareshwar    and    Ramvar-
dayini Devi, the family deities of Chandra
Rao   More,   and   distributed   charities   to
the Brahmins of Mahabaleshwar, who were
then reputed to be pious, learned and well
versed in the Vedas.    Ramdas Swami, the
Guru or spiritual preceptor of Shivaji, was
present  at   this   time   at   Mahabaleshwar.
Shivaji   highly   valued   this  new   fortress
and    considered    it    a    key   to     further
conquests.